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If the collector is late in presenting himself for the col-
lection of zakat which has already fallen due, the property
owners wait for him in case they have heard that he is com-
ing and that he is occupied for the moment with others,
because the collector cannot possibly attend to every one at
the same time. However, the property owners themselves
settle their zakat if the collector is late with respect to all
of them and exceeds the usual delay limit, because the obli-
gation of the owners to pay the zakat to the collector is
conditioned upon the possibility of so doing and lapses when
this is impossible. In this last case, namely, when the owner
himself pays his zakat to the poor, he acts according to his
own judgment if he is a mujtahid; but if he is not one, he
asks for the opinion of the faqlh, in whom he trusts, for
he is not obliged to ask for the opinion of a faqih whom he
does not trust. If he asks two faqihs for their opinions
and one of them expresses the opinion that he must pay the
zakat, and the other, that he is not under obligation to pay
it, or one holds the view that he must pay more than the
other advises him, the Shafiite doctors have disagreed as
to which of the two opinions should be followed, some
holding that the more unfavorable of the two must be ap-
plied, others contending that the person who asks for the
advice may follow whichever opinion he chooses.

When the collector presents himself after the property
owner has acted upon his own judgment or upon another's
view, and the collector's opinion happens to be different in
that it requires the payment of zakat or of more of it, the
opinion of the colector is followed if it is still possible to
do so, otherwise the view of the property owner is accepted.
If, on the contrary, the property owner's judgment requires
more than that of the collector, the owner as between him
and God is obliged to pay the zak&t according to his own
judgment, since by his judgment he has confessed the right
of the poor in his property.